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Becoming an Audio Publishing Volunteer Narrator/Technician 

Background 

TBL is unique among Canadian libraries because it is the only Christian audio 

book publisher that distributes through CNIB and CELA public library 

services.  

TBL’s Audio Publishing department produces fiction and non-fiction titles, in 

English and Chinese (Cantonese and Mandarin). This work is done almost 

exclusively by our highly dedicated group of volunteers. 

Studio volunteers act as their own technicians, narrating while also operating 

the recording software. Because of the nature of the work, all Audio 

Publishing volunteers need to have English (for English narration) and 

Chinese (for Chinese narration) as a first language or equivalent mastery, 

and be able to narrate a wide variety of materials which may or may not be 

to their taste. Excellent computer skills, hearing, vision, stamina and manual 

dexterity are also required. You may be asked to read for a full 2 to 3 hours.   

Studio Volunteer Application Process 

1. Please send a short sound recording of yourself reading in English. If 

you do not have one you are welcome to leave a voice message at (905) 

640-8825 (8TBL) after 5pm Mon-Fri or anytime Sat/Sun. We suggest you 

read one or two sample paragraph from a current book/magazine you like. If 

your recording indicates excellent vocal quality and diction, we will send you 

the volunteer application form and contact you to book a first-level audition 

when we have an opening. We will keep applications on file for 6 months. If 

6 months pass and you have not heard from us, you’re welcome to try 

again.  

2. The first-level audition consists of an interview, a written multiple-

choice test of basic computer skills and a recorded test read. Using digital 

recording software (LpStudio Pro), you will record yourself reading a variety 

of fiction and non-fiction texts of which we are looking for an 80% accuracy 

rate. For instance, you will record yourself reading 30 lines of non-fiction 
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containing difficult-to-pronounce words. To pass, at least 24 of the 30 lines 

must be free of pronunciation errors and misreads. You’ll have a chance to 

do one read-through of the sentences before starting. You’ll be allowed up to 

three attempts on each sentence. We’ll judge the last attempt. You’ll receive 

your first-level audition results within one week.  

3. If you pass the first-level audition, you’ll be invited to book a second-

level audition and/or a reviewing test (depending on the position(s) you 

selected on your application form). You will be sent two audition pieces that 

you can rehearse and the audition judging form so that you know exactly 

what we look for in an audition. You may also be given feedback on your 

vocal quality or delivery, based on the sample read recorded during the first-

level audition. This gives you the opportunity to address any potential 

problem areas ahead of the second-level audition. Our goal in providing this 

feedback is to help you do your best.  

4. If you audition, you will be recorded reading the two rehearsed pieces 

(the two that have been sent to you in advance), and one unrehearsed 

piece. The audition will take about 1 hour.  

5. If you take the reviewing test, you will listen to a pre-recorded narration 

piece while following along with the text, marking the page where you hear 

errors.  

6. You will receive your audition/reviewing test results within two weeks. 

Training 

- Candidates who pass their audition are given a general orientation to the 

recording studio.  

- They are then trained by staff in the operation of the digital recording 

equipment. This training takes place over approximately 6-8 sessions.  

- After training, candidates enter into a probationary period, during which 

time their technical skills are evaluated. During this period, candidates 

will primarily act as technicians but may also self-monitor.  

 

*Volunteers are required to work one 2.5 hour (daytime) shift per week, 

vacations/illness excepted, with a one-year commitment to the program 

following the training period.  

 


